Autoarafo 


Head Office Enquiries: Golsport Australia P.O. Box 176 Miranda NSW 2228 
Telephone: (02) 9527 1583 Email: golsport@bigpond.com 


NEW SOUTH WALES: SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
Sportscene Fairfield, Maroubra, Bankstown, Menai, Bailetti Sports, Campbelltown Sports, 
Mt Druitt, Corrimal, Wallsend. Ingle Farm Sportscene, Sportscene Reynella, 
Paul’s Warehouse, Soccer Clty, Port Power Sports, Roberts and Jarman. 


Ray Baartz Sports, Action Pacific Sports. Valsport R etail Stockists 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
VICTORIA: Sports Forum, Soccer Unlimited, Sportz League. 
Pascoe Vale Sportscene, Resevoir Sports, 
Karl’s Megasports, World of Soccer, QUEENSLAND: 
Premier Direct Sports. Soccerworld. 


Contents 


Olympic Football 


1 8 With less than 4 weeks to the Olympic 
Football tournament starts, we look at 
the hopes for the Olyroos and the 
Matildas 


Division One 


4 
9 Division Two Grand Final 
10 NSWPremier League 
- Looking Ahead 
—e 
15 What’s Ahead for the NSW Sapphires y 


Regular Features 


31° Match Facts/Diary Dates 27 Super Youth League Grand Finals 
25 Super Cadet League Grand Finals 


Front cover: Fraser Park and Dulwich Hill fought it out at Lambert Park last Sunday in the Division 1 Grand Final 
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DULWICH TO MEET THE WAN- 
DERERS IN GRAND FINAL 


Greg Stock was at Lambert Park to see the Division 1 Preliminary Final 
between minor premiers, Dulwich Hill, and Fraser Park. 


Dulwich Hill 2 (Todorovski 39’ 82’) - 
Fraser Park 1 (Cogger 22’pen) 


Fraser Park : 1.Angelo Rodic, 2.Tony 
Canning, 3.Alban Reinhard (12.Sam Da 
Costa 90’), 4.Vadim Mikoutski, 
5.Anthony Trieste, 6.Ronald 
Rothenbuhler (16.John Palapanis 46’), 
7.Phil Moss, 9.Damien Rosenthal, 
10.Kia Lammert, 11.Neil Cogger, 14.Pat 
Darvill (18.Keegan Pillay); SUBS NOT 
USED : 17.Gerry Gomez, 20.Darren 
Ivicevich. 


Shots : 19 

Free Kicks : 19 

Corners : 4 

Cautions : Rosenthal, Rodic 


Dulwich Hill : 1.Peter Trajcevski, 
3.Andrew Stubbs. 4.Peter Payothis, 
6.George Kalogeras, 7.John Sherry, 
8.Tom Pontidas, 9.Robert Todorovski, 
11.Louis Dounis (18.Peter Pullicino 75’), 
13.Eric Hristodoulou, 16.Malcolm 
Bideau, 17.Eddie Briscoe; SUBS NOT 
USED : 5.Marcus Pavlakis, 12.Modar 
Sultan, 15.Rabeh Nasser, 20.Rodolphe 
Egault 


Shots : 15 

Free Kicks : 18 

Corners : 10 

Cautions : Sherry, Trajcevski 


Referee : Wayne Crabb 

Assistant Referees : Craig Pierce, 
Srebre Dilovski 

Fourth Official : Neil Smith 

Super Soccer Rating : 5 stars 


“I’ve always had a belief that we could 
make the Grand Final” said Dulwich Hill 
coach Billy Pilovski after watching his side 
overcome a spirited Fraser Park side in the 
Preliminary Final last Sunday. “Its been a 
long season for the boys but I knew we 
had the spirit and players to get there and 
they have confirmed my belief.“ It was an 
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ecstatic Pilovski who had watched his side 
follow the lead of their Under 21s and cre- 
ate club history by advancing to the Grand 
Final in both First and Second Grade. 

“It was a fantastic game for both sides” 
continued Pilovski. “Not just for Dulwich 
Hill but Fraser Park as well. They played 
some really good football and it was a 
shame that somebody had to lose today.” 


For the large crowd it was end to end foot- 
ball at its best. Both midfields were per- 
pared to play attacking football at every 
opportunity and the big winners were the 
fans. 

It took just thirty seconds for the first 
shot on goal to be registered as midfielder 
Phil Moss broke through the Dulwich Hill 
defence for the first of nineteen shots on 


Bit: 


goal that Fraser Park would throw at 
Division One Player of the Year and 
Dulwich Hill goalkeeper Peter Trajcevski. 
Equal to the task Trajcevski was able to 
defend the Moss effort from just outside 
the penalty box with a well judged save. In 
fact, for Trajcevski, it would only be a penal- 
ty in the 22nd minute of play that would 
be the only blemish on his clean sheet. 

With Cogger racing onto a Damien 
Rosenthal through ball Trajcevski made the 
eatly decision to leave his line and chal- 
lenge Cogger on the edge of the area. In a 
tangle of arms and legs Cogger lost 
momentum and crashed to the turf. The 
crowd sensed it was more a case of diving 
than any real contact but referee Crabb 
had no hesitation pointing to the penalty 
spot much to the ire of the Dulwich Hill 
fans. 

Coggers penalty made the score 1-0 
but it was the turn of Dulwich Hill striker 
Robert Todorovski to stand up and be the 
difference between these two talented 
sides. First in the 37th minute and then 
again just ten minutes from time 
Todorovski was the man in the right place 
at the right time to see his side through to 


the Grand Final. 

From a freekick just outside the Fraser 
Park area Todorovski nailed his first. Eddie 
Briscoes freekick cannoned into the Jets 
wall and bobbled loose in the area. Sniffing 
half a chance Todorovski raced forward 
and threw his roght foot at the ball to beat 
the advancing goalkeeper by inches and 
direct the ball into the empty net. 

Just ten minutes from the end it was 
the aerial skills of Todorovski that earnt his 
side the winner when he rose at the far 
post to meet a well directed John Sherry 
cross. The direction of the shot was spot 
on as his seemingly weak effort dribbled 
across the Fraser Park goal and past a 
stranded Rodic into the net. 

For a player who has had an injury rid- 
died season it was a great reward for 
Todorovski as he was finally able to show 
his undoubted class in a big game. Well 
supported by his partner up front in veter- 
an Louis Dounis, Todorovski had a won- 
derful. game as he tormented the Fraser 
Park defence with his pace and speed. 
While midfielders Eric Hristodoulou and 
Tom Pontidas seemingly had the ball on a 
string they gave the side the direction it 


needed to find field position and to keep 
their opponents well held. 

“They played good football today” con- 
ceeding Billy Pilovski “and I believe we are 
going to put on another strong showing 
next week for Hajduk.” 

One of those taking a keen interest in 
proceedings was Hadjuk coach Phil Pavella 
who has his side enjoying a week off in 
preperation for the season decider. For 
Fraser Park, it was again the story of the 
one that got away. While they did get more 
shots on goal than their opponents it was 
their lack of quality finish that cost them 
dearly.Too often they were prepared to try 
their luck from distance and while it made 
for entertaining football for the fans, it also 
made easy pickings for Dulwich Hill ‘keep- 
er Peter Trajcevski who seemed to delight 
in their methods. 

With Hristodoulou and Dounis in such 
good form it will take a huge effort from 
Hadjuk to deny Dulwich Hill in the Grand 
Final, but one thing is certain it will be a 
cracker of a game and worth the price of 
admission alone. 
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Paul Goodwin Previews the 2000 First Division 


A great day is in store for First Division 
supporters at Jensen Park this Sunday. 

There they will see two of the bestrun 
and best-coached clubs around, premiers 
Dulwich Hill and runners-up Hajduk 
Wanderers. 

Hajduk had the week off as a conse- 
quence of beating Dulwich a week ago in 
the Major Semi-Final, while Dulwich had 
seven days off themselves before that 
game. 

The two clubs have figured in many 
top games over recent seasons and while 
Hajduk won the last encounter 2-0 it was a 
very tight affair and they had been beaten 
narrowly themselves twice before that. 

If Hajduk can win the Grand Final, then, 
honours would be even over the entire sea- 
son, but it is hard to assess Dulwich on the 
basis of their first loss to the south-western 
Sydney club two weeks ago. 

That day they had come off a fully 
club-funded Federation Gold Medal award 
night at Star City where many of their 
number had a great night out and may 
have been the worse for wear little more 
than 12 hours later. 

Their performance against Fraser Park 
suggested that they had refocussed bril- 
liantly and at full strength would be back 
to the form of earlier in the season when 
they were almost untouchable. 

If Todorovski and his vastly experi- 
enced striking partners Louis Dounis and 
Tom Pontidas get going again on Sunday 
then Hajduk will really have their hands 
full. 

Scoring goals is crucial, but it is the all 
round organisation provided by old heads 
like Eddie Briscoe and Eric Hristodoulou 
in midfield and both Peter Papoythis and 
George Kalogeras at the back that has laid 
the foundation for the team’s success this 
season. 

These senior players have been well 
supported by stalwarts like John Sherry, a 
club man to his boot straps and Modor 
Sultan who has been deployed in a range 
of roles this term. 

New signings to shine have been Marcus 
Pavlakis in defence, Mal Bideau in midfield 
and Rabeh Nasser on the forward line. 
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Add the late inclusion of Peter Pullicino 
and the versatile Zlatko Momircevski and 
you have a side when at full strength 
which can carry all before it. 

Facing that Dulwich Hill juggernaut is a 
daunting task for Hajuk coach Phil Pavela 
who chose wisely in bringing in both Tom 
Pondeljak, at the end of the last NSL season 
and Mark Abi-Arrage, when released by 
Bankstown City Lions, where he was cap- 
tain earlier this season. 

Pondeljak has missed a few games, due 
to business commitments but has per- 
formed consistently whenever available, 
including the two classic goals which set- 
tled the last meeting between these two 
clubs 

The Wanderers have a good, solid squad 
and are generally a much younger and still 
maturing team compared with their oppo- 
nents on Sunday. 

Steve Tolios has come in in goal to 
replace injury victim Darren Cross, after 
being released by Sydney United. In front 
of the highly capable ex Canterbury- 
Marrickville custodian stand some impres- 
sive defenders such as long time club 
favourite Darren Camilleri and Abi Arrage, 
together with Chris Senat and Stephen 
Scotti. 

The imposing figure of Jack Costello 
also looms large, this dead-ball specialist 
doing more than just scoring vital goals 
with boot or head, as is his custom. 

JJ Ellul is the focal point of the midfield 
and a player of silky skills and one who like 
many is very popular with supporters. 

Rick Giometti has been doing a great 
fetch and carry job for this team for two 
seasons now and though injury plagued is 
always a strong contributor. His place in 
the side may be under threat from Jason 
Vella whose recent outings due to injuries 
to team-mates have been highly polished. 

Coach Pavela admitted that it would be 
a toss up who was and wasn’t included in 
his starting eleven on Sunday and much 
would depend on how the players trained 
during the week and whether they picked 
up any knocks.They played the 21s team in 
a final hit out last weekend. 

Trent Worrall, who spent a season at 


GRAND FINAL 


Leichhardt Tigers and returned last season 
after overcoming a broken leg, has moved 
around the team rather than sticking with 
an out and out striker’s role. 

He has been most effective this season 
as has another injury victim Jay Anderson, 
whose goal tally has been excellent for one 
who makes many appearances off the 
bench. 

Anderson scored 12 this season - the 
same as Todorovski - while Worrall man- 
aged 8 from midfield mostly. He has been 
pushed forward more and more as the sea- 
son has unfolded. 

Also featuring prominently has been 
Tim Gledhill, once of Gladesville, Ryde City 
and Hills United, who is still a striker of 
great potential and the scorer of many 
important goals. 

It is clear, then, that here we have two 
fine sides with barely a struck match 
between them. 

One, Dulwich Hill, the more experi- 
enced and battle weary. 

The other, the Wanderers, a great blend 
of youth and experience playing as a com- 
plete unit and on their day the tightest unit 
of them all. 

Picking the winner here may well be a 
lottery. But Hajduk Wanderers it must be. If 
only to square the ledger 

TIP: Hajduk Wanderers 


The Under 21 match features A C 
United and Dulwich Hill, while the Under 
18s brings together MSC Liverpool and 
Rockdale City Suns. 

Considering that the first and Under 21 
Dulwich Hills teams occupied last and sec- 
ond last places respectively at the end of 
last season, it is, in the words of club coach 
Bill Pilovski, quite a turnaround. 

While Pilovski had brought in a lot of 
new players, he knew plenty about them. 
His Under 21 coach Bill Boskovski, on the 
other hand, was working with up and com- 
ing players so his achievement is even 
more laudable. 

It is excellent that five different clubs 
are represented on Grand Final day, a plus 
for all concerned as many extra fans will 
stay around to watch the three games. 


Peter Trajcevski 
DULWICH HILL 


Or for further Enquiries contact: 
Frank Falcone 0411 381 969 or John Palmano 0412 921 131 


Minimum requirements-Intermediate Level Certificate 
Applications close September 1, 2000 


Dear friends in Soccer, 


INVITATION 


teams. 


festival. 


Yours in Soccer, 


Over 35's and Over 45's WORLD SOCCER FESTIVAL 


Valentine Sports Park. October 20th -25th 
Headquarters for Soccer in NSW 


Individual or part team entries are welcome as you can join a make up team and enjoy the 


Victor Greenwich - President, NSW Federation of Soccer Coaches 


To View the Festival webpage please go to: www.goldenoldiessoccer.com 
or Phone O2 9251 7799 or 0412 850095 
or follow the banner link from www.soccernsw.com.au 


RYDE CITY 
SOCCER CLUB 


Invites suitable applications with minimum 
intermediate level certificate for the 2001 
season for the following coaching positions:- 


Youth League Division One 
U13’s, U14’s, U15’s and U16’s 
Cadet League Division One 


U11’s and U12’s 
Note: Assistant coaches may also apply. 


All applications should be addressed to:- 

The Secretary 

Ryde City Soccer Club 

PO Box 391, NORTH RYDE 1670 or fax: 9887 1324 


Trials for Cadet and Youth league to be held on: 
Sunday 8th, 15th, 22nd October 2000 


For further information contact Youth Director 
Warwick Andrews - Phone: 9899 4044 (after hours) 


It is with great pleasure that this invitation is extended to teams and individual players to 
participate in the Air New Zealand Invitational Over 35’s and Over 45’s Soccer Festival. 

We hope you can join us for the fun, friendship and fraternity. Come play against the NSW 
Soccer Coaches Team, comprising of some well known coaches, as well as a variety of visiting 
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HURSTVILLE “* HILLS UNITED 


DIVISION 2 GRAND FINAL 


by Paul Goodwin 


HURSTVILLE ZSC 3 (Tony Mihaljevic 
61,67, Steve Zoric 86) - 
HILLS UNITED 0 


HURSTVILLE ZSC: Tom Miletic, Ante 
Majetic, Robert Harmat, Robert Babaic, 
Ante Buntic, Bob Barisic (C), Ivan 
Pavelic (Mario Mrkic 74), Stipe 
Milicevic, Steve Zoric, Darko Zoric (Gary 
Deprato 28), Tony Mihaljevic (Aldo 
Martincich 81), 


Shots: 11 

Corners: 4 

Fouls committed: 10 

Cautions: Miletic, Babaic, Steve Zoric, 
Mrkic 


HILLS UNITED: Ricky Oppedisano, 
Jason Mesiti (Andrew Kelly 88), Robbie 


Jurcevic, Daniel Fraser, Damon 
Thompson, Nick Manefield (Steve 
Giacomelli), 


Luke McGuire (Daniel Nash 67), David 
Field, Shane Coombes (C), Anthony 
Oppedisano, Julian Miller. 


Shots: 5 

Corners: 2 

Fouls committed: 12 
Cautions: Jurcevic, Thompson 


Referee: Peter Vrtkovski 


Last Saturday’s Grand Final at Melita 
Stadium went to Hurstville ZSC 3-0 over a 
plucky Hills United on a mild and sunny 
August afternoon. 

Hills began the game without key mid- 
fielder Don Stout, who was involved in a 
road accident en-route to the game, and 
were also missing regular Con Dellas, who 
had flown to Greece for a wedding earlier 
in the week and Ashley Vale who had 
received two cautions during the finals’ 
series and was stood down. 

Hurstville, by contrast, were at full 
strength and it was with a heavy heart that 
coach John Gagro was forced to leave play- 
ers out of his starting eleven from the 15 
he had available. He also was unable to 
give regular first team member Tom Prusac 
arun from the bench, though he was there 
if needed. 


The first half was a tight affair, with 
Hills’ well-drilled defence holding the live- 
ly Hurstville attack led by Tony Mihaljevic 
and Steve Zoric. 

When team-mate Darko Zoric left 
the field with a knock, only half an 
hour into the game, the experienced 
Gary Deprato took over, adopting his 
usual midfield role, which allowed the 
side to minimise the impact of their 
early loss of a player. 

With Mihaljevic well contained and 
some strong tackling restricting any close- 
range shots by the Hurstville side, it looked 
like the Hills’ tactics were to soak up pres- 
sure and attempt to score on the counter 
attack. 

This did not eventuate, however, and 
Hills managed just one shot on target, in a 
fairly uneventful first half, to Hurstville’s 
four. 

The second half was another story as 
Hurstville always looked dangerous when 
they exploited a flat Hills’ backline and 
their opponents’ inability to hold the ball. 

In the first minute after the break 
Mihaljevic was put through to face Ricky 
Oppedisano, but the Hills’ keeper was alert 
and smothered the ball at the speedy strik- 
er’s feet to avert the danger. 

Ivan Pavelic had provided the pass and 
his good lead-up work and that of Deprato, 
Ante Buntic and Robert Babaic, began to 
give Hurstville the edge as the half wore 
on. 

In the 51st Mihaljevic turned provider 
when he got to the byline and cut the ball 
back for Pavelic, but the most senior player 
in the side steered his shot from close 
range straight at the keeper. 

Stipe Milicevic also went close in the 
52nd with a low shot which scraped wide 
of the post, while for Hills Luke McGuire 
turned smartly in the box only to fire just 
over in the 56th. 

The heartbreaker came for Hills in the 
61st when Buntic made a big run from 
deep and threaded the ball between two 
opposition defenders for Mihaljevic to 
chase. The tiny striker outpaced the Hills’ 
men to go on and tuck the ball under the 
keeper for a crucial 1-0 lead. 

Six minutes later it was as good as over 
when Pavelic laid on an almost identical 


pass for Mihaljevic to stroll past the 
defence and again bury his shot past an 
exposed Oppedisano. 

Steve Zoric could have made it three in 
the 78th, but smacked the ball straight at 
the keeper. He then went on to score that 
third goal in the 86th for a final score of 3- 
0 to the Hurstville ZSC team. 

Substitute Aldo Martincich got the bet- 
ter of the last defender and though forced 
very wide by the Hills’ keeper, was able to 
lay on the pass for Zoric to have the easiest 
of finishes to wrap up the game. 

The game was a triumph for Hurstville 
for whom three players had overcome seri- 
ous injury to take their place in the Grand 
Final team. 

Regular captain Mario Mrkic was left 
out of the starting line up, with the cap- 
tain’s arm-band being handed to the vastly 
experienced Bob Barisic who never put a 
foot wrong at sweeper all day. 

Barisic had contemplated retirement 
early in the season when a groin injury 
refused to mend, but his patience paid off 
and he finished the season with a perma- 
ment place at the heart of defence. 

Scorer Tony Mihaljevic played only a 
fraction of the team’s games during the 
season after taking several seasons to 
recover from a major knee operation, but 
he had a number of big games; none bigger 
than this one. 

Steve Zoric battled back from more 
than a year out of the game with a 
broken leg to reclaim a place in the side 
and score the third goal in a Grand Final, 
the first to be won by the club in 
this division. 

Hills were competitive for most of the 
first half, but faded and looked to have run 
out of steam after some sterling perfor- 
mances in the past few weeks. 

It was not a classic Grand Final, but 
Hurstville were clearly the better side and 
thoroughly deserved their victory. 

In the Under 21 game Sydney 
University defeated Mount Druitt 2-1 in an 
exciting contest which was won with a 
great goal by the students ten minutes into 
the second half. ; 

The Under 18s match was won by 
Hurstville ZSC, also 2-1, who beat Mount 
Druitt. 
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NSW PREM 


Matthew Borg may be moving 


With 10 weeks to go to kick- 
off to the new summer- 


based NSW Premier League, 
Greg Stock takes a look at 
what might be in store for 
the ten teams involved. 
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BELCONNEN 


Coach : Lino Fiorese 

Having taken his side to second spot in the 
local ACT Premier League this season 
coach Lino Fiorese has been given the 
reins for the summer season and a brief to 
put together a competitive squad of local 
players. The club already has veteran strik- 


et, Marko Perinovic, and the highly talented 
midfielder, Daniel Camara, on its books and 
is looking at players of the calibre of Jason 
Dunn, Geoff Howarth (ex Canberra 
Cosmos) and Anthony Giannasca (current- 
ly of Canberra Juventus) to fill out the list. 
With the club still involved in the ACT 
Semi-Final series at the time of going to 
press it will be a very short break for the 
club between seasons for the club but with 
a large talent pool in Canberra its expected 
that Belconnen will field a very competi- 
tive XI. 


BLACKTOWN CITY 


Coach : Brian Brown 

“Its going to be tough to back up” said 
Demons coach Brian Brown after he was 
recently quizzed on his sides chances in 
2000-01. “But having said that it will be a 
challenge and one I look forward to. 
Anything less than the championship will 
be seen as a failure so we'll have our minds 
on the job right from day one and be one 
of the forces of the competition again.” 
After achieving the double in 2000 Brown 
has given his squad some much needed 
time off to rest and recuperate from a long 
season. Three of his side have been tri- 
allitig at NSL clubs, skipper Damien Foxe 
with Sydney United, Mark Hagger and 
Damien Brown with Parramatta Power so it 
will be a wait and see approach from the 
Coach of the Year. “We are always on the 
lookout for quality players and I'll be hav- 
ing a chat to a few in the next couple of 
weeks and we'll take it from there” con- 
cluded Brown. 


BONNYRIGG 
WHITE EAGLES 


Coach : Doug Utjesenovic 

Another club to have achieved remarkable 
success in 2000, the White Eagles are also 
taking a short break so their talented squad 
of players can take a well earned rest. 
While the players relax, hardworking 
coach Doug Utjesenovic has been seen 
about town watching the First Division 
Semi-Finals and casting his eye over some 
talent that might improve the already 
impressive squad list at the Serbian Centre. 


IER LEAGUE 


__ Craig Sharpley is also on the move 


& 


After the turbulence of a coaching shake 
up near the end of the season the break 
will no doubt serve the club well to take 
stock of their current roster and put 
together another competitive assault for 
the forthcoming season. 


CANTERBURY 


Coach : Jim Patikas 


While most of the NSW soccer community 
were nursing headaches the morning after 
the Gold Medal presentation, Berries coach 
Jim Patikas was hard at it working his side 
on the training paddock. Patikas is com- 
mitted to making the most of the new sea- 
son by recruiting some key players and 
making sure his squad are fit and raring to 
go come October. One of the areas causing 


the club the most worry will be the for- 
wards as Gold Medal winner Jim Nikas is 
yet to agree to terms for the new season 
and rumours suggest Abbas Saad may be 
trialling at another NSL club. Former 
Eastern Suburbs defender Matt Shepherd is 
one player to been seen down Henson 
Park way and he would be a top acquisi- 
tion for a club with the aim of a top five fin- 


CENTRAL COAST 


Coach : Dale Eggleton 

Coasties coach Dale Eggleton is back for 
his second season having endured a rather 
turmultuous debut year. With both the 
Coasties under age sides making the Semi- 
Finals Eggleton is in the enviable position 
of being over endowed with junior talent 
as he searches for the right mix of youth 
and experience in the squad. Apart from 
the retirement of Paul Roberts due to work 
commitments, and defender Shaun 
Mathews trialling with Northern Spirit 
there are no expected departures from the 
senior list with Eggleton having sat down 
and interviewed all players with a view to 
the new season. Even ‘veteran’ goalkeeper 
Gary Meier is keen for another year and 
after his sensational 2000 season who 
could blame him. 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


Coach : Les DeCelis 

Having exceeded all expectations in finish- 
ing third last season the Tigers are current- 
ly enjoying some much needed time off in 
a bid to recharge the batteries. Coach Les 
DeCelis is currently overseas and will not 
return until early September when he will 
assemble his squad and some new recruits 
in preparation for the season proper. It is 
rumoured that Bulls scoring ace Matthew 
Borg might renew his association with 
DeCelis while talented utility Vince Savoca 
is expected to be back in the maroon and 
blue for the summer season. With Steve 
Karavatakis currently the target of transfer 
speculation, there could be a few holes in 
the Tigers ranks but with a talented crop of 
under age players there is no shortage of 
youngsters ready to step up. 
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PARRAMATTA EAGLES 


Coach : Tam Finlayson/John Calleja 

A changing of the guard at Melita Stadium 
with former under 21s coach Tam 
Finlayson being given the nod to replace 
senior coach Roberto Viera for the new 
season. With former Eastern Suburbs boss 
John Calleja making the switch to the join 
the Eagles as Assistant Coach the club has 
some quality people to make sure the new 
season is a successful one. Midfielder Balla 
Conde, who made such an impact in the 
Eagles 1999 season, returns from Hong 
Kong while a number of Eastern Suburbs 
players have been linked with the club 
including striker Axel Lorenz. Training has 
already commenced and with no expected 
departures from their senior squad the 
Eagles look well set to improve on their 
fifth placed finish last season. 


PENRITH PANTHERS 


Coach : Stan Ackerley 

At his first series of trials for the Summer 
League, Penrith coach Stan Ackerley was 
literally bowled over with youngsters 
wanting to try out. “It’s absolutely fantas- 
tic” said Ackerley, “that there are so many 
talented kids out here who all see Penrith 
as their first choice of club. Unfortunately 
there are only so many spots with just a 
senior and under 19s squad so competi- 
tion for places will be tough.”Ackerley also 
realises that in order for his club to take 
the next step he needs to recruit a few 
more experienced players and that will be 
high on his agenda. Former Bonnyrigg and 
Blacktown City player Scott Ashton may 
well be one of those while it is still unclear 
yet whether striker Danny Hinton will 
return after professing his desire to have a 
season off. 


ST GEORGE 


Coach : John Sentas 


After exceeding even his own expecta- 
tions in finishing fifth last season, Saints 
coach John Sentas has already set about 
the task of strengthening his squad for the 
Summer League. “It looks like Chris 
Kalantzis (from Sydney Olympic) will join 
me and I have a couple of players recom- 
mended to me from the Czech Republic 
who might also make an impact,’ said 
Sentas. With Jimmy Bakis trialling in 
Europe and Elias Augerinos trialling at 
Sydney Olympic Sentas has also been 
active on the transfer market but has yet to 
announce any signings. “I’m not trialling 
this year, ’'m only extending invitations to 


12 e Super Soccer * August 24, 2000 ° Vol 9, Issue 34 


the quality players I want to build up the 
squad. I’ve got faith in my young players 
and with a few key signings we'll make 
sure we are up there in the top five again.” 


SUTHERLAND 


Coach : Billy McColl 

Former Bankstown and Leichhardt 21s 
coach Billy McColl has taken over as head 
coach of the Sharks from former champi- 
onship winning coach John Lavin. McColl 
has got grand plans for his club but is real- 
istic enough to know it is a gradual 
process. “My first aim is to make the club 


competitive again and over time return it 
to its former glory. Money is tight but we 
intend to make sure we do attract some 
quality players so our team of talented 
youngsters can develop for the future.” 
With the recruitment of former Dolphins 
skipper Jeremy Pettenon and forward Jan 
McDonald and the promise of a few more 
to come, McColl is well advanced to 
achieving that aim and producing a highly 
competitive side. Add to that some talent- 
ed juniors like Kris Karanosis, Dejan 
Ristovski, Andrew Smith and Matthew 
Parker and McColl certainly has the cattle 
to bring about the return of the once 
proud club. 


IF WISHES WERE FISHES WED 


....or So the old saying goes. 


For a season closer, we 
asked the ‘Super Soccer’ 
team for their three wish- 
es for Australian football. 
With the Olympics just 
around the corner, the 
responses are interesting. 


Bonnie Mersiades 

1. Qualification for the World Cup 2002, 
complemented by strong performances 
on the international stage for our teams 
at the Olympic Games and by the 
Socceroos at the 2001 Confederations 
Cup. 

2.Improved standing of the national 
league which means less teams, with a 
consequent positive impact on the stan- 
dard and viability of competition in State 
leagues as well. 

3.The game at all levels working together 
in a positive and constructive environ- 
ment - it sounds cliched, but it’s desper- 
ately needed. 


Andrew Howe 

1.For the Socceroos to qualify for 
WC2002. 

2. For the Socceroos to reach the second 
round of WC2002. 

3. For the Socceroos to reach the quarter 
finals of WC2002. 


Marc Barnett 

1.Australia to be successful in its bid to 
host the Women’s World Cup in 2003, 
and therefore increase the exposure of 
the game within Australia after the 
Olympics. 

2.The Women’s National League to contin- 
ue to grow stronger every year, with an 
increased amount of funding and/or 
sponsors. 

3. Socceroos to qualify for the 2002 World 
Cup and all others beyond. 


Greg Stock 

1. Regular recognition of former Socceroo 
players in the form of an annual 
Formeroos luncheon or dinner. 

2.World Cup qualification in 2002. 

3.The success of the NSW Premier League 
and its expansion to 14 teams. 


Binesh Mudaliar 

1.I wish the Socceroos make the 2002, 
2006, 2010....World Cups. 

2.1 wish we perform well at these World 
Cups. 

3. For all groups in Australian soccer to be 
cool towards one another. 


Paul Goodwin 

1. Better prepared pitches and better facili- 
ties at our stadiums to showcase the 
game and with better support from local 
government. 

2. More organised and more professionally- 
run clubs who can look after their sup- 
porters’ needs properly, in a pro-active 
way. 

3.A quality, national, football newspaper to 
boost the image and credibility of the 
game without pandering to overseas 
football to generate readership. 


Peter Smith 

1.World Cup Qualification. 

2.Success by the Aussie teams at the 
Olympics. 

3. Reintroduction of the Waratah Cup. 


Patrick Galloway 

1. Obviously for Frankie Farina to realise 
the amazing potential that we have for 
soccer on a national level. (This means 
success not only at the World Cup in 
2002 but also in the Confederations 
Cup). 

2. For the Wollongong Wolves to help con- 
tinue to promote the image on Australian 
Soccer internationally at the FIFA World 
Club Challenge. 

3.And finally for John Xipolitas to make a 
swift return to the coaching ranks. 


Stuart Veitch 

1. Socceroos to qualify for the WC 2002 in 
front of a capacity MCG crowd 

2.NSW Super League to be seriously 
regarded by the NSW soccer community 
(players, fans, media) as the 
State’s premier soccer competition 
through the winter months. 

3.After the Olyroo and Matilda perfor- 
mances next month, to see that the ball 
at the feet of every kid in the park or the 
street is a round one! 


Mark Fowler 

1. Qualification for 2002 World Cup. 

2. Mainstream media actually show interest 
in football in this country. 

3. Bradford City have a pre-season tour 
here in Australia - thus increasing the 
popularity of the sport ten-fold. Maybe. 
Of course, in an ideal world they will be 
one short for a game and I will get my 
one and only chance to wear those 
claret and amber stripes! That I score 
the winner goes without saying ... 


ALL CAST NETS TO THE SEA 
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The NSW Sapphires will be 
aiming to defend their 
Women’s National League 
crown in December this 
year and thus break an 
inconsistent hoodoo for 
them by winning back-to- 
back crowns. 


The Sapphires finished third in season 
1996-97, followed by their first National 
title in 1997-98. They then slipped back to 
third for season 1998-99 and regained 
their title in season 1999-00. 

Allan Bourke has been appointed 
coach of the team and Vicki Linton will 
once again be the assistant coach. Bourke 
and Linton, coming off a very successful 
season with the young NSW Academy 
team who progressed through to the WSL 
grand final have high hopes for the 
Sapphires. With a possibility of five cur- 
rent and one ex Matilda, who wouldn’t be 
confident? 

The season kicks off with a double 
header to be played in Sydney where the 
Sapphires will take on ACT on Friday 3 
November followed by Victoria on Sunday 
5 November. 

The competition them moves to 
Canberra for a second double header, 
which will see our Sapphires take on 
Northern NSW and QLD over the week- 
end. The Sapphires then meet South 
Australia in a Grand Final rematch, which 
will be played in Adelaide. 

The Grand Final is scheduled to be 
played on Saturday the 16 December with 
the venue yet to be decided. 


With the 2001 
Cup scheduled to take place 


Australia 


in January, this year’s National 
League could go a long way 
in determining the Matildas 
post Olympics team. Players 
who can perform well at this 
level will be pushing for an 
inclusion in the National 
squad. 


Allan Bourke has announced a squad of 
28 players who will trial along with the 


SAPPHIRES 


current NSW Institute of Sport scholarship 
holders. After the trial, which will be held 
on 17 September the squad will be cut to 
20, with the scholarships holders to con- 
tinue training with the finalised squad. 

The squad oozes experience, with 6 
players who have played for the Australian 
team, along with a further 8 players who 
have played in the National youth team. 
These players will obviously form the 
nucleus of the squad, which will bring 
players who are experienced at this level 
together with some younger players get- 
ting their first taste of the big time. Allan 
Bourke will be looking towards the experi- 
ence of Anissa Tann-Darby, Australia’s high- 
est capped player to captain the side over 
the coming season. 

NSW expect their toughest opponent 
to be South Australia who have made every 
final over the last four years. The last round 
game against South Australia may decide 
first place on the ladder. 


We all wish the NSW Sapphires the 
best of luck in their quest for back-to-back 
titles and again thank Sapphire 
Technologies for their continued support 
of NSW State teams, including the NSW 
Sapphires. 


2000-2001 
Joanne Burgess Marconi 
Michelle Carney NSWIS 
Alicia Cavanagh Marconi 
Natascia Caveretta Marconi 
Danielle Clarke Manly 
Kathryn Collins NSWIS 
Kristine Collins Marconi 
Lisa Collins Marconi 
Emma Davison Sutherland 
Justine Fisher Sutherland 
Heather Garriock AIS 
Lisa Gilbert Sutherland 
Kelly Golebiowski AIS 
Sarah Hudson Central Coast 
Cassie Kell NSWIS 
Justine King NSWIS 
Neisha Klessattel Marconi 
Collette McCallum Manly 
Justine McLaughlin NSWIS 
Julie Murray AIS 
Nadine Norman Central Coast 
Joanne Peters Marconi 
Taryn Rockall Nepean 
Carla Spilarowitz Sutherland 
Bridgette Starr AIS 
AnissaTann-Darby AIS 
Lisa Warrener Marconi 
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NSW Sapphires Preliminary Squad 


Mid 
Fwd 
Mid 
GK 
Def 
Def 
Def 
Mid 
Mid 
Mid 
Mid 
Def 
Fwd 
Mid 
GK 
GK 
Mid 
Mid 
Fwd 
Fwd 
Mid 
Mid 
Mid 
Mid 
Def 
Def 
Def 


THE OLYROOS 


CARRYING ON A LONG TRADITION . 


Andrew Howe gives a 
fascinating insight 
into the history of 
our men’s Olympic 
participation. 


1956... the beginning 
Australia’s first foray into Olympics foot- 
ball came in 1956 when Melbourne hosted 
the games. A curious tournament format 
saw five of the eleven competing teams 
earn first round byes. 

Australia played Japan in the first 
round and, despite limited preparation, the 
Aussies won their first Olympics match 2- 
0. The match, played at Melbourne’s 
Olympic Park was watched by just 3,568. 
Australia scored a goal in each half, the first 
by Graham McMillan, the other by Frank 
Loughran. 

A moderate surge in public interest 
saw 12,000 turn up for Australia’s second 
round game against India. The skillful 
Indians scored first, but at half time the 
score was 2-2, Newcastle’s Bruce Morrow 
grabbing both of Australia’s goals. After the 
break, however, the Indians took control, 
and showing greater pace and ball control 
eventually won 4-2. India moved to the 
semi-finals whilst the Aussies were 
knocked out. 

With a strong contingent from New 
South Wales, and in an era before the con- 
cept of the substitute, Australia used the 
same eleven players for both games. Not 
many of the team had played together 
before - with preparation for the tourna- 
ment consisting of a four week training 
camp immediately prior to the Games. 
Despite the unspectacular performance, 
the 1956 Olympics was an important mile- 
stone in that it was the first major world 
tournament ever contested by an 
Australian soccer team. 
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1956-1988... three decades in the 
Olympics wilderness 


It was to be another 32 years before 
Australia competed in Olympics, football 
again. The long absence had nothing to do 
with failing to perform in qualifying 
events, but rather was due to a combina- 
tion of bureaucratic aspects amongst the 
Australian federations and the amateur eli- 
gibility rules of the Olympic Games them- 
selves. 

The semi-professional State Soccer 
Federations, who had replaced their 
respective amateur bodies in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s, did not immediately join 
their State Olympic Councils. The 
Australian Soccer Federation could not be 
accepted into the Australian Olympic 
Federation until at least four of the State 
Federations had joined their respective 
state councils. It was not until the mid 
1970s that this quota was reached. 

Besides, the dominance of the Eastern 
bloc countries at the Olympics throughout 
the 1960s and 1970s - whose best players 
were not classified as professionals in their 
Communist states - was testament to the 
Olympics eligibility rules. Australian play- 
ers earning a mere five dollars for playing 
the game were theoretically banned from 
competing in the games. 

By the mid 1980s the rules allowing 
only amateur players in the Olympics were 
phased out. 

However, to ensure that FIFA’s World 
Cup was not compromised, some restric- 
tions on players were still needed and in 
the 1988 Games - the requirement was that 
Olympics football players were not to have 
competed in a previous World Cup finals 
tournament. 

With the hindrance of amateur require- 
ments out of the way, the Australian Soccer 
Federation was now fully devoted to the 
national team qualifying regularly for the 
Olympics, starting with the Seoul Games in 
1988. 


1988... back - at long last 
After a tough qualifying campaign, the 
Socceroos won the Oceania qualifying 
tournament in early 1988 in a group also 
consisting of the politically-isolated Israel . 
and Taiwan. 

But the joy which arose from qualifica- 
tion soon waned after it was learned that 
Australia’s first round group at the Games 
also included Yugoslavia (Bronze Medal 
winners in 1984), Brazil (featuring 
Romario, Careca and Jorginho) and the 
strongest African nation, Nigeria. 

To be sure to progress to the next 
round, Australia had to win two of these 
group games. 

Our first opponents were the 
Yugoslavs. Wily Australian coach Frank 
Arok had in the lead up to the Games stud- 
ied the Yugoslav team intensely. And guid- 
ed by Arok’s tactful expertise, the Aussies 
upset Yugoslavia 1-0. Frank Farina, scored 
the goal in the match classified by the late 
and great Melbourne soccer journalist, 
Laurie Schwab in 1995 as Australia’s “great- 
est” ever. 

The Aussies lost their next game 3-0 to 
Brazil, but recovered to win the last group 
game 1-0 over Nigeria, John Kosmina the 
scorer. 

Australia finished second in the group, 
which meant a quarter final against the 
USSR. In the pouring rain the Aussies held 
on valiantly to a 0-0 scoreline at half time. 
However, two successfully converted 
penalties by Igor Dobrovolski and a further 
goal by Alexei Mikhailitchenko led to a 3-0 
shellacking over Australia, knocking the 
Socceroos out. 

It should be emphasised that Australia’s 
two losses in the 1988 Games, despite both 
being by three goal margins, were both to 
the eventual finalists: the Soviet Union 
defeated Brazil in the 1988 Olympics final 
2-1. 


1992... our team of the decade? 
The International Olympic Committee, in 
conjunction with FIFA, changed the player 


Australia’s 1956 Olympic Games Football squad 


eligibility requirements for the 1992 
Games to a straightforward under 23 for- 
mat. 

This suited the Australians, because the 
1992 Olympics squad could then be based 
on the under 20 team which finished 
fourth at the 1991 World Youth Cup in 
Portugal. In addition to the strong 1991 
Young Socceroo squad, high-calibre play- 
ers such as Paul Okon, Ned Zelic, Damian 
Mori, Tony Vidmar, Dominic Longo and 
John Markovski were all young enough for 
the 1992 under 23 Olympics squad. 

Qualification for Barcelona ‘92 was a 
heroic story in itself. After waltzing 
through the Oceania qualifying tourna- 
ment, the Australians had to play off (over 
two legs) against the  sixth-placed 
European team, Holland, for an Olympics 
spot. 

The first leg, played in Sydney, ended 1- 
1. This placed the Aussies in an unlikely 
position for the second leg in Utrecht the 
following week, our hopes summarised in 
the Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
front page headline of March 19,1992 
“The End is Near”. 

The return leg ended 1-1 after ninety 
minutes, which meant extra time. Holland 
scored again but with just three minutes 
remaining Ned Zelic scored his much 
vaunted ‘wonder-goal’ where, from an 
impossible angle he placed perfectly a 


AUSTRALIA 
FOOTBALL 


goal-bound shot. Thanks to the away goals 
rule, the Aussies were off to Barcelona. 
Zelic’s goal was an Olympic moment again 
ranking high in Laurie Schwab’s list of all 
time greats, the authoritative Schwab 
describing it as Australia’s second most 
important goal ever - only behind Jim 
Mackay’s goal which qualified Australia for 
the 1974 World Cup. 

Like the 1988 Games, Barcelona ‘92 fea- 
tured a 16 team football tournament. 
Australia was grouped with Ghana, Mexico 
and Denmark in the first round. But unlike 
1988, things started poorly for the 
Australian footballers who despite playing 
respectably, lost 3-1 to Ghana. Tony Vidmar 
netted Australia’s goal in the 90th minute. 

Our next opponent was Mexico, where 
Australia scored first after Zlatko Arambasic 
had slid the ball under the opposing ‘keep- 
er. However the Mexicans fought back, 
equalising in the second half and the 
match ended at 1-1. 

With Australia gaining just one point 
from two games, and Mexico drawing their 
next game 1-1 - their third such scoreline in 
three games - the Aussies needed to defeat 
Denmark in their last group game by more 
than one goal to advance. 

Well, as was often the way with 
Australian teams of the 1990s, the Olyroos 
performed best when their backs were to 
the ball and the Danes were defeated 3-0. 


Scorers were Markovski (from a George 
Slifkas corner), Damian Mori (following a 
defiant run down the right) and Vidmar 
(chipping the ‘keeper after good lead up 
work from Zelic). 

Australia’s quarter final appointment 
was with Sweden. And against the Swedes 
it was Markovski who again opened the 
Olyroos’ account, latching on to Carl Veart 
cross and thundering in a half-volley which 
gave the Swedish ‘keeper no chance. 
Shaun Murphy was the next to score, his 
leg getting in the way of what looked like 
a Vidmar shot at goal - however no 
Australians were complaining as the inter- 
cepted shot looped over goalkeeper 
Ekholm and in for goal. The Swedes quick- 
ly responded with a goal, but the Olyroos 
held on bravely to win 2-1. 

To the semi-finals, and Australia were 
against Poland. Veart headed a goal in the 
35th minute to cancel out an earlier Poland 
goal, but some defensive lapses and nig- 
gling injuries to players such as Aussie 
sweeper, Paul Okon, combined to enable 
the Poles to take complete control - and 
the Olyroos lost 6-1. The tired and perhaps 
dis-spirited Australians played two days 
later for the bronze medal play-off against 
Ghana and lost 1-0. 

Despite the disappointing end, the fact 
remains that this was the best ever perfor- 
mance by an Australian team at the over- 
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For every Paul, Mark and Harry 


we’ve yet to discover 


MARK RAYHER 


The NSW Soccer American Express Card 


The NSW Soccer American Express Card helps to produce, identify 
and nurture more outstanding talented young players for NSW and Australia 
by providing a proportion of all your spending back to soccer. 


For further information on how you can 
help us encourage more Paul’s, Mark’s and Harry’s, 
call American Express on 1300 36 32 79 
for your NSW Soccer American Express Card. 


THE OLYROOS 


CARRYING ON A LONG TRADITION 


20s level. 

The performance did not go unnoticed 
in Europe, and in the first overseas mass 
exodus of players from the NSL, several 
Olyroos departed from their Australian 
clubs in the 1992 off-season. Such players 
included John Filan (to Cambridge, 
England), Milan Blagojevic and Tony 
Vidmar (both Ekeren, Belgium), Shaun 
Murphy (Notts County, England), Ned Zelic 
(Borussia Dortmund, Germany), Dominic 
Longo (Cercle Brugge, Belgium) and Steve 
Refenes (Olympiakos, Greece), while 
coach Eddie Thomson soon jetted off to 
Japanese club San Frecce. 


1996... high expectations - so 
suddenly snuffed 


With another successful under 20 World 
Youth Cup campaign in 1993 - where 
Australia finished fourth - expectations 
were high for the corresponding under 23 
squad aiming to compete at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics. 

The Oceania qualifying tournament, 
staged in Adelaide in January 1996, saw 
another Australian romp and as Oceania 
winners the Aussies then played the sec- 
ond-placed team from North and Central 
America, Canada. The Olyroos thrashed 
the Canadians 7-2 over two legs to enter 
the Olympics tournament for the third suc- 
cessive time, although sadly without gifted 
playmaker Gabriel Mendez who had suf- 
fered a major knee injury in the second leg 
match with Canada. 

Another change to the eligibility rules 
was made for Atlanta ‘96, with the under 
23 teams allowed to field up to three over- 
age players at the Games. Coach Eddie 
Thomson selected Steve Corica, Steve 
Horvat and Aurelio Vidmar. 

France was Australia’s first opponent, 
and it was the French who after 21 min- 
utes were up not just by a goal, but also a 
player after Danny Tiatto had been sent off 
for a dangerous tackle. France eventually 
won 2-0. 

Peter Tsekenis drove a powerful shot 
in the 12th minute of the next game, 
against Saudi Arabia, to open up the scor- 
ing in Australia’s second group match. The 
Saudis replied before half-time, but a 
cheeky backheeled-goal by Mark Viduka in 


the 63rd minute was the last goal of the 
game. 

With an impressive 2-1 win against the 
Saudis to look back on, the Aussies were 
confident leading up to their final group 
match against Spain. 

To progress, Australia needed to defeat 
the Spaniards, and with a 2-1 advantage in 
the 86th minute, another Olympics quarter 
finals appearance looked assured for 
Australia. The Olyroos were in the lead 
thanks to two goals by Vidmar, in the 3rd 
(assisted by Viduka) and 12th (following a 
Corica shot which could not be held by 
the Spanish ‘keeper) minutes. However 
the experienced Spaniards dug in and with 
goals to Raul Gin the 40th minute), Santiago 
Denia (86th minute) and Raul again (90th 
minute) the Olyroos’ march to Olympics 
glory in 1996 suddenly came to an end. 


2000... and in our own backyard 
Despite qualifying directly for Sydney 
2000, the current Olyroo squad has 
endured the longest and most comprehen- 
sive lead-up stage of any Australian age- 


restricted team. 

Starting with a tour to South Africa in 
November 1996, the Olyroo squad has 
since travelled to South America, Japan, 
Singapore, New Zealand, England, Tunisia, 
Slovenia and Holland not to mention sev- 
eral matches throughout Australia against 
the likes of Brazil, South Korea and Nigeria. 
The Olyroos have played 60 matches in 
this period, almost half of these against the 
under 23 teams of other nations. 

Other opponents of the 2000 Olyroos 
so far include strong clubs such as 
England’s Southampton and San Lorenzo 
from Argentina. 

Despite the match results not counting 
for much in the scheme of things, the com- 
petition for places in the final Olympics 
squad has been intense. With over 50 play- 
ers tried and tested in Olyroo matches over 
the past three and a half years, there are 
not many higher-level Australian under 23 
players around who can’t say they weren’t 
given the chance. 

The quality is high, and the home-team 
pressure intense, although the expectation 
- judging by the bookmakers’ modest odds 
- does not quite match up. But this is when 
Australia performs best. 

The Australian Olympic Committee 
announced Raul Blanco’s squad for the 
2000 Olympic Games on 18 August. The 22 
man squad (18 plus 4 reserves) is: 


Player Club Position State of Origin 
Con Blatsis Derby County Defender Victoria 

Marco Bresciano Empoli, Serie B Midfielder Victoria 

Simon Colosimo Carlton Defender Victoria 

Jason Culina Ajax Amsterdam Midfielder New South Wales 
Michael Curcija Partizan Belgrade Striker Victoria 

Joe Didulica Ajax Amsterdam Goalkeeper Victoria 

Brett Emerton (captain) Feyenoord Rotterdam Midfielder New South Wales 
Hayden Foxe West Ham** Defender New South Wales 
Vince Grella Ternana, Serie B Midfielder Victoria 

Harry Kewell Leeds United Midfielder/Striker New South Wales 
Steve Laybutt Feyenoord Rotterdam Defender New South Wales 
Stan Lazaridis * Birmingham City Midfielder Western Australia 
Danny Milosevic Leeds United Goalkeeper Queensland 
Lucas Neill Milwall Defender New South Wales 
Paul Okon * Middlesborough Def/Midfielder New South Wales 
Nick Rizzo Ternana, Serie B Midfielder New South Wales 
Mark Viduka * Leeds United Striker Victoria 

Kasey Wehrman Perth Glory Midfielder Queensland 

ON STAND-BY 

Jacob Burns Parramatta Power Midfielder New South Wales 
Dragi Nastevski Melbourne Knights Defender Victoria 

Michael Turnbull Marconi Goalkeeper Queensland 
Clayton Zane Molde, Norway Striker New South Wales 


* The three over-age players permitted under FIFA regulations for the Olympic tournament. 


** Subject to work permit 
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THE MATILDAS: 


Oly 


The Matildas have recently 
returned from an up and 
down trip to North Korea 
and China. 


The North Korea leg of the journey was 
very physical and many questionable refer- 
eeing decisions hampered the match. The 
Matildas went down 2-0 in the opening 
game that was played in extremely humid 
conditions, with the Australian players tak- 
ing a physical beating from the North 
Koreans. The second match, played three 
days later, was just as controversial, with 
the Matildas going down 2-1. The Matildas 
had two players, strikers Sunni Hughes and 
Kelly Golebiowski sent off and also had 7 
yellow cards handed out,.not to mention 
the winning goal also being very dubious 
with Australian goalkeeper Joanne Butland 
being held on the ground whilst the goal 
was scored. 

The Australians then travelled to China 
for a further two matches. The first of 
which was a 3-0 defeat at the hands of the 
world number 2 side. The Australians were 
once again hampered by the humid condi- 
tions and were unable to match it with 
China, who are a strong favourite to chal- 
lenge the USA for the Gold Medal. 

The second match against China, 
which was the last match the Matildas will 
play before the Olympics, would fill the 
Matildas with a heap on confidence. The 
match finished with the scores locked at 0- 
0, which in itself is a great result, but the 
Matildas were not finished there. The 
Australian side then defeated China 5-4 on 
a penalty shoot out, avenging the loss in 
the Pacific Cup, in which China Beat 
Australia 5-4 in a penalty shoot out. 

The Pacific Cup tournament that was 
held in Australia in June, was one of the 
best tournaments that the Matildas have 
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played in. They drew with China and went 
down by one to the USA. Overall it was a 
major step forward for the team showing 
everybody that they can ‘go the distance’ 
with the major teams in world football. 
However, recent results for the Matildas 
do show one major weakness, scoring 
goals. Although they held the USA to 1-0 
and held China to a 1-1 and 0-0 draw, the 
Matildas have a difficulty putting the ball in 
the back of the net. The recent four match- 
es in Asia produced a single goal. If they 
are to progress through the Olympic tour- 


nament to the semi final stage, they will 


need to be scoring much more regularly. 

This could be helped by the return 
from injury of Australian superstar and 
striker, Julie Murray. Murray has been out 
of action for a considerable period of time 
with an injury to her Achilles tendon and 
Australia need her back to her best form, 
which has seen her chosen in recent World 
XI teams. 

Other players to watch for in the 
Matildas line up include Sharon Black, who 
from the left midfield has now scored 19 


goals for Australia and looks to be very dan- 
gerous for other sides. Anissa Tann-Darby, 
Australia’s most capped player, along with 
captain Alison Forman and defender 
Cheryl Salisbury will add valuable experi- 
ence to the team. The experience should 
blend well with the teenage brigade of 
Alicia Ferguson, Heather Garriock, Kelly 
Golebiowski, Peita-Claire Hepperlin and 
Kate McShea. 

One player that the Matildas will dear- 
ly miss is Joanne Peters who was with the 
Matildas in the 1999 World Cup, but is no 
longer in the Australian squad. Joanne is 
one of the most skillful players in the 
country and would have proved an 
extremely valuable edition to the Matildas 
midfield. 

Chris Tanzey, the coach of the Matildas, 
along with his assistant, lan Murray have 
been working towards the Olympics for 
the last 12 months and will be hoping that 
everything goes to plan on the day. Tanzey 
was pleased with the tour to Asia. 

Tanzey missed the Pacific Cup tourna- 
ment, with Ian Murray stepping in to take 
charge of the team. Tanzey was reportedly 
impressed with the way the side has been 
progressing and is looking forward to the 


Name 

Dianne Alagich - 
Sharon Black 
Byrony Duus 
Alicia Ferguson 
Alison Forman 
Heather Garriock 
Kelly Golebiowski 
Peita-Claire Hepperlin 
Sunni Hughes 
Kate McShea 
Julie Murray 
Cheryl Salisbury 
Bridgette Starr 
Anissa Tann-Darby 
Leanne Trimboli 
Sacha Wainwright 
Tracey Wheeler 
Amy Wilson 


challenge of showing their ability on the 
world stage. 

At the Sydney 2000 Olympics Australia 
has a draw group consisting of Germany, 
Sweden and Brazil. The Australians have 
received what could be classed as a 
favourable draw as they have been able to 
avoid the three “heavyweights” of Women’s 
football in 1991 and 1999 World Cup cham- 
pions and Olympic gold medallists USA, 
World Cup and Olympic silver medallists 
China, and 1995 World Cup champions and 
Olympic bronze medallists. 

The Matildas group at the Olympics, 
obviously still very competitive, contains 
Germany, Sweden and Brazil. Australia has 
previously had 2 wins and 2 losses against 
Brazil, and 2 wins and 3 losses to Sweden. 
Germany remains somewhat of. an 
unknown quantity having never played 
against Australia and will be looking for- 
ward to a big opening game in Canberra. 
At the time of the Olympic draw in June, 
Acting National Coach Jan Murray summed 
things up well in saying, “This is a great 
draw for us. I know there are only two 
pools, but if there is a ‘Group of Death’, 
then it’s the other pool.” 


When you take into account how the 


Position 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Defender 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Midfielder 


Australian team has performed overseas, 
compared with the Pacific Cup and 
Australia Cups in recent years, you would 
have to say that the home ground advan- 
tage does lift the team a tremendous 
amount. With a home Olympics and thou- 
sands of people at the ground cheering for 
Australia, I am sure the Matildas will 
respond and give it everything they have 
got. If the Matildas can respond to the 
huge crowds at the Olympics, we could be 
in for something very special. The team 
responded to the large crowd of 10,000 
people at the Sydney Football Stadium in 
June, and this time around, the crowd will 
be even bigger. 

To make the semi final stage of the 
competition, the Matildas would need at 
least one win and one draw, to do that, they 
may still be relying on goal difference to 
make the semi finals. The Matildas have 
the ability to make the semi final stage, but 
as expressed earlier scoring goal is going to 
be the difficult task. I am going to go out 
on a limb and predict the Matildas to walk 
away from Sydney with a Bronze Medal. 
Now we will all just have to wait and see 
what happens. 


State of Origin 

South Australia 

South Australia 
Queensland 

Queensland 

New South Wales 

New South Wales 

New South Wales 
Australian Capital Territory 
New South Wales 
Queensland 

New South Wales 

New South Wales 

New South Wales 

New South Wales 

South Australia 

Australian Capital Territory 
Western Australia 
Australian Capital Territory 
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Shark 


Under 11s 
Sydney Olympic v Sutherland Sharks 
Sydney Olympic 1 - Sutherland Sharks 2 
(after extra time) 


Sydney Olympic: 1 R Preziora, 2 L 
Micalizzi, 3 L Santoro, 4 L Michaels, 5 B 
Tsaniois, 12 N Couzios, 7 W Angel, 8 D 
King, 9 A Muslemani, 10 D Zaikovski, 
13 Lsawicki SUBS: 6 J Bragias, 14 T 
Fragogiannis, 16 J Katiforis, 11 A 
Katholos, 15 G Xanthis. 


Shots: 4 
Corners: 4 
Free kicks: 1 
Caution: King 


Sutherland Sharks: 1 S Notley, 3 T 
Wilson, 4 A Faour, 5 B Rhodes, 6 T 
McGrath, 7 N Elasi, 8 A Romeo, 9 C 
Ross, 10 C Lekkas, 15 L Brennan, 16 M 
Lawrence SUBS: 11 L Colella, 17 R 
Ayoubi. 


Shots: 8 

Corners: 5 

Free kicks: 2 

Super Soccer rating - 5 stars 


SUPER CADET LEAGUE - 


GRAND FINALS 


Mark Fowler took in the action of the Super Cadet 
League Grand Finals at Gabbie Stadium last Saturday. 


At half time there was only one question 
on the lips of those present at the Gabbie 
Stadium for the G11 Grand Final - just how 
many goals would Sydney Olympic win by? 

A dominant first half by the Minor 
Premiers somehow only saw them go in at 
the break 1-0 ahead, but it seemed the sec- 
ond half would see them continue to dom- 
inate and probably win by three or four. 
But they didn’t. 


You could say Olympic sat back in the 
second half and allowed the Sharks to 
come at them, but that would take away 
from Sutherland’s performance. And, quite 
frankly, nothing should be allowed to do 
that. 

With two minutes of the game gone 
Sutherland had their first and only effort of 
the half, but defender Rhodes hammered 
over after a corner wasn’t properly cleared 
by the Olympic defence. 

For the rest of the half it was all 
Olympic, with the Sharks struggling to get 
the ball into their opponent's half. After a 
long period of pressure Olympic deserved- 
ly took the lead through Muslemani. Again 
a corner wasn’t cleared properly, and 
although Olympic’s first effort was blocked 
Muslemani did well to beat a hesitant 
Sharks goalkeeper Notley to the ball. 

With Zaikovski pulling the strings in 
midfield for Olympic they continued to 
press forward, and from another corner 
Muslemani headed over after Notley had 
misjudged the flight of the ball. 

Olympic probably deserved at least 


another goal for their first half perfor . 


mance, but the second half saw a complete 
turn-around. Where Olympic had been first 
to the loose ball and a yard quicker, it was 
now the Sharks. 

Whatever was said in the dressing 


in extra time! 


rooms at half time had an unbelievable 
impact! 

With Olympic on the back-foot Ross 
shot over for Sutherland, his double from 
last two weekends ago against Blacktown 
seeming a long time ago by now. As the 
clock wore down it looked like a valiant 
Sharks effort was in vain, until one minute 
into injury time. It was another corner that 
caused a goal - the Sharks first header on 
target was saved, but amid a scramble of 
players the ball was allowed to bounce and 
it looked like Elasi was the player who got 
enough on the ball to propel it over the 
line. 

With barely enough time for a re-start it 
set up an extra time golden goal situation, 
with penalties if neither side could score. 
They weren’t needed. Two minutes into 
the first period of extra time Olympic 
defender Micalizzi nearly sliced the ball 
into his own net, but goalkeeper Preziora 
saved superbly. 

The second period of extra time 
though did see a winner, and deservedly it 
was Sutherland who got it. With only a cou- 
ple of minutes at the most remaining Ross 
hit a shot from the edge of the penalty area 
which was superbly stopped by Preziora, 
but the ball ran loose for Lawrence to tuck 
the ball home easily. It was a fine finale to 
a great Grand Final! 

Both teams agreed after the game there 
was little between the two sides all season 
- Olympic saying the two teams had been 
the best two all season, and Sutherland say- 
ing it was the fourth time the teams had 
met and they were evenly matched. They 
were, but one gets the feeling Olympic 
should and could have been out of sight by 
half time.As for the Sharks fightback - mag- 
nificent. 
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Under 12s 
Blacktown City Demons v Central Coast 
Coasties 


Blacktown City Demons 1 (C Bedzo 5’) - 
Central Coast Coasties 0 


Blacktown City Demons: 1 A Linnan, 2 C 
Bedzo, 3 C Baronian, 4 B Freeman, 12 
J Triffo, 6 M Hubbard, 7 S Jamieson, 8 R 
Kaawi, 9 B Maroney, 10 C Mellan, 11 

Z Mitchell SUBS: 5 D Georgeievki, 13 L 
Vanderburg, 14 D Wedgewood, 22 N 
Grove. 


Shots: 8 
Corners: 2 
Free kicks: 5 


Central Coast Coasties: 1 L McParland, 
2 AMyles, 3 A McLoughlin, 12 N 

Smith, 16 A Edwards, 6 S Raftl, 7 B 
Arnall, 8 J James, 9 S Imberger, 10 B 
Vanderwoude, 11 J Redfern SUBS: 4 V 
O’Riordan, 13 M Vuko, 14 N Young, 20 N 
Crowsen, 5 L McWaide. 

Shots: 7 


Corners: 4 
Free kicks: 14 


Super Soccer rating - 2 stars 


PEPSI 
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GRAND FINALS 


surf the coast: 


A goal after just five minutes by livewire 
Blacktown striker Bedzo gave the Demons 
G12 side the ‘double’ for season 2000. 

After already clinching the Minor 
Premiership all that was left was for 
Blacktown to dispose of the Central Coast 
Coasties in the Grand Final, which they did 
- just. 

The goal that proved to be the winner 
was a cracker.A break on the right saw the 
ball squared to Bedzo, but he looked to 
have lost his chance when the ball rolled 
under his foot. He managed to win the ball 
back though, and sprinted through on goal 
at a slight angle. With three defenders com- 
ing across in cover it looked for all money 
like Bedzo would hit a left-foot snap shot, 
but instead he cut the ball back onto his 
right foot, and wrong-footed the three 
Coasties defenders in an instant. 

He still had some work to do however, 
but from 15 metres out he finished excel- 
lently into the bottom left-hand corner of 
the goal, giving Coasties goalkeeper 
McParland no chance. 

It could have been so much different 
just a minute earlier, when the Coasties 
Smith met a Wyles corner on the volley 
superbly, but his shot smashed against a 
Demons defender who knew little about it. 

The first half was an even encounter, 
with Bedzo, who looked awkward but 
proved a real hand full, and Mitchell stand- 
ing out. For the Coasties, apart from the 
impressive Wyles, Imberger and 
Vanderwoude were dangerous whenever 


SUPER CADET LEAGUE 
= GRAND FINALS 


they got their limited chances. 

The second half was a close affair, 
although once again the Demons had 
slightly the edge. The organisation of the 
team was such that the Coasties had few 
chances, until they forced Demons goal- 
keeper Linnan into a save that prevented 
the game going into extra time. The 
unlucky Coasties player was McWaide, 
who smashed a shot form close range that 
seemed destined to find the net. Linnan not 
only stopped the ball but somehow hung 
onto it too, and when he then claimed a 
high ball deep into injury time it was all 
over for the Central Coast side. 

The week off two weekends ago obvi- 
ously didn’t upset the Demons rhythm at 
all, while the Coasties were never allowed 
to match the heights they reached in the 
Préliminary Final when they defeated the 
Marconi Stallions 4-1. 

As the Central Coast camp said after 
the game, Blacktown had set the bench- 
mark to all the other teams right through- 
out the season, and while the Coasties 
worked hard to try an emulate them they 
just couldn’t quite do it. 

Apart from an organised style of play 
you associate with any Demons team they 
also had some quality in midfield, and a 
strong defensive unit that saw the sweeper 
rarely. troubled. Congratulatiosn to both 
teams, and they should both form formida- 
ble units in G13’s next season in the PEPSI 
Super Youth League. 


PEPSI 


Under 13 


Blacktown City Demons v Parramatta 
Eagles 

Blacktown 3 (Pham 2’ & 5’, Porter 57’) - 
Parramatta 2 (Yarnold 4’, Napoli 30’ pen) 


Blacktown: Heyes, Downton, Kayes, 
Whittaker, Leslie, Woolacott, Pham, 
Porter, Spitaleri, Walker, Laria Subs: 
Parfett, Giovenali, Loke, Linnane 


Shots: 6 

Corners: 10 

Fouls: 15 

Cautions: Leslie, Laria 


Parramatta: Paya, 
Boukarim, Cromar, 
Mileski, 

Browne, Jacob, McDonald Subs: 
Malouf, Beha, Mourad, Kurdi 

Shots: 8 

Corners: 1 

Fouls: 7 

Cautions: — 


Elrich, Broz, 
Napoli, Yarnold, 


Super Soccer Rating: 3.5 


Blacktown City’s sizeable home support 
had barely concluded celebrating their 
Under-12 Grand Final victory against the 
Coasties, when the Demons Under-13 side 
opened their account for the day. Anthony 
Laria’s cross from the right-wing in the 2nd 

‘minute escaped the grasp of Parramatta 
goalkeeper Nathan Paya and Peter Pham 
was in the right place at the right time to 
tap the ball into an open net. 

From the outset, it was clear that Laria 
and also Demons midfielder Brad Porter 
would have major influences on the game. 
Laria was a menace all day on the flanks 
while Porter’s vision and passing created 
numerous attacking chances for his team. 


SUPER Youth LEAGUE 
GRAND FINALS 


Binesh Mudaliar had an action-packed Saturday at 


Gabbie Stadium to see the culmination of the Pepsi 
Super Youth League competitions. 


However, a mug side doesn’t make a 
Super Youth League Grand Final and the 
Eagles struck back just minutes later when 
right-winger Daniel McDonald’s cross cre- 
ated a goalmouth scramble and Michael 
Yarnold was on hand to blast home an 
equaliser. 

Almost immediately at the other end, 
Peter Pham restored Blacktown’s lead with 
another close-range effort after an Anthony 
Laria corner went right through a flat-foot- 
ed Parramatta defence. Eagles goalkeeper 
Nathan Paya, rumoured to be carrying an 
injury, was soon replaced by Hassan Kurdi 
as Parramatta made an attempt to plug the 
flow of ‘soft’ goals. 

Blacktown held their lead until the 
half-hour mark when Parramatta’s pacy 
forward Robert Mileski was brought down 
in the penalty box while charging towards 
William Heyes’ goal. Anthony Napoli 
stepped-up to the spot and sent Heyes the 
wrong way with a side-footed shot to the 
right-hand corner of the net. 

With four goals in the first-half, specta- 
tors eagerly resumed their seats in expec- 
tation of a flurry of second-half goalmouth 
action. However, the second set of thirty 
was a much tighter affair with actual 
chances on goal few and far between. 
Aaron Broz was outstanding as 
Parramatta’s sweeper while a determined 
duel between Craig Jacob and Rhys 
Whittaker took place on the opposite 
Grandstand wing. 

With full-time fast approaching and the 
scores still locked at 2-2, extra-time was 
tempting the thoughts of onlookers but 
Brad Porter had other ideas. In the 57th 
minute, Porter’s shot from fifteen metres 
out sailed into the back of Hassan Kurdi’s 
net and celebrations erupted as the 
Demons players rendezvoused with their 
coaches on the sidelines. 

After the post-match ceremony, Super 
Soccer caught up with Brad Porter abou 


the magical goal. 

“The ball came in deflected from a cor- 
ner on the right. I hit it and saw it go 
straight in. Basic”. 

Another ‘double’ to the Gabbie as 
Blacktown City Demons Under-13s win 
this year’s Premiership and Championship. 


Under 14s 
Blacktown City Demons v Marconi 
Stallions 
Blacktown 0 - Marconi 1 (Stivala 78’) 


Blacktown: Paneccasio, Fernandez, 
Littlebury, Hubbard, Hart, Storey, 

Lazarou, Martino, Mansueto, Kontos, 
Theodosiou Subs: Heyes, Viera, Beswick, 
Porter, Laria 

Shots: 6 

Corners: 7 

Fouls: 11 

Cautions: Storey, Martino 


Marconi: Papadakis, McKenzie, Pizzolato, 
Carioti, Baker, Burns, Stivala, 

Minic, Mourinho, De Marco, Duffell Subs: 
Soleski, Leon, Kochou, Sencion, 
Chronopoulos 

Shots: 5 

Corners: 6 

Fouls: 11 

Cautions: Mourinho, Baker, Duffell 


Super Soccer Rating: 4 


The early passages of the game saw differ- 
ent approaches to victory by either side. 
Blacktown City were instructed to play a 
possession game based on the ‘easy ball’ 
while Marconi bulldozed their way to goal 
through the likes of captain Nicholas 
Mourinho, Rocky Stivala, Marko Minic, and 
Andrew De Marco. 

However, this was a match that would 
never see an abundance of goals.The major 
reason being both Ben Paneccasio and Con 
Papadakis, two exceptionally talented goal- 
keepers. Its heartwarming to see that 
Australia’s fine tradition in producing 
world-class goalkeepers appears to be 
intact. Two outfield players that caught the 
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PEPSI 


— 


eye in the first-half were Nicholas 

Mourinho of Marconi and Blacktown 
City’s John Mansueto. The latter had the 
excitable Marconi parents calling out “Oh 
no, not Number 11” while Mourinho’s 
speculator for twenty metres out right on 
half-time was the only discernible effort on 
goal in the first-half. 

The Demons applied the blowtorch to 
their opponents through a series of cor- 
ners early in the second-half and almost 
converted their stack of possession when 
Glenn Littlebury rose above the pack to 
head a corner flush against Papadakis’ bar. 
Immediately at the other end, Marconi 
almost scored against the run of play but 
Paneccasio rushed out to beat Mourinho 
in a One-on-one contest. 

Half-way through the second period, 
the Demons were unusually giving away 
possession to let the Stallions back into the 
game, which also served to inject even 
more enthusiasm from the Marconi par- 
ents. 

And in the final moments of regular 
time, Mourinho came within millimetres 
from sealing the game for the Bossley Park 
club when he was denied from twenty 
metres out by a spectacular diving save 
from Paneccasio. 

The match now entered golden goal 
extra-time and it was the second-half of 
extra time that had pulses racing. 
Papadakis almost completed a somersault 
in saving a long-ranger from Angelo 
Martino while Paneccasio AGAIN saved 
from a one-on-one situation with 
Mourinho. With both Paneccasio and 
Papadakis in unbelievable form it was 
clear that either a moment of brilliance or 
a horrible mistake would separate the two 
sides. And it was Marconi’s Number 7, the 
aptly named Rocky Stivala, that provided 


the inspiration. In the 78th minute, Stivala - 


blazed towards goal from the thirty metres 
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out with Blacktown defenders in hot pur- 
suit and miraculously scored the winner 
after his initial shot had rebounded off 
Paneccasio. Marconi wins 1-0! 

Super Soccer chatted with Marconi’s 
captain Nicholas Mourinho following the 
match. | 
“It was a hard game. We struggled in 
the first-half but managed to find some 
strength in the second. Both goalies did 
really well but once I saw Rocky going 
towards goal I knew he would score. He’s 
just a freak show” 


Under 15s 
Sydney Olympic v Newcastle Breakers 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Tsironis 12’) - 
Newcastle Breakers 0 


Sydney Olympic:. Vais, Stevoski, 
Studman, McClenahan, Obeid, Hudap, 
Di Meglio, Tsironis, Stavroulakis, Martin, 
Wales Subs: Bouzanis, Theofanou, 
Emmanouil, Ozbey, Cardozo - 
Shots: 5 

Corners: 3 

Fouls: 11 

Cautions: Stevoski 


Newcastle: Parmenter, Wheelhouse, 
Marshall, Cowburn, Rees, Thiessen, 
Palmieri, Piefke, Barwick, Musialik, 
Mensah Subs: Kennedy, Zietsch, Dafo, 
Hunt, Wolfenden 

Shots: 2 

Corners: 5 

Fouls: 3 

Cautions: — 


Super Soccer Rating: 4 


Two star-studded teams contested the 
Super Youth League Under-15 Grand Final. 

Sydney Olympic’s line-up boasted the 
inaugural Paul Okon Medallist Brett 


Marconi bulldoze win 


Studman, his fellow Team Pepsi members | 
Trent McClenahan and _ Nicholas 
Stavroulakis, and their NSW Under-15 
teammates Dominic Hudap and Michael Di 
Meglio. The Breakers team wasn’t short of 
talent either. The likes of Ben Parmenter, 
Jobe Wheelhouse, Aaron Marshall, Jason 
Cowburn, Joshua Rees, Joel Thiessen, 
Mason Palmieri, Michael Barwick, Stuart 
Musialik, and Shane Hunt all representing 
Northern NSW Under-15s in this year’s 
Nationals. Incidentally, the final of the 
Under-15 National Titles was between 
NSW and Northern NSW, thus a host of 
players meet again in another champi- 
onship decider. 

From the kick-off, Sydney Olympic 15s 
showed exactly why they are rated as one 
of the best youth teams in Australia. Their 
game was a sight to behold as Stavroulakis 
and Hudap cut the Breakers defence into 
pieces with perfectly weighted balls. At the 
back, Studman was showing all the traits of 
a seasoned professional as Breakers for- 
ward Colin Riefke was not given a 
moment’s peace. 

Olympic opened the scoring in the 
12th minute when John Tsironis was put 
through by Stavroulakis and Olympic’s 
Number 12 beat Ben Parmenter from the 
edge of the box. 

Olympic matched their ball skills with 
100% commitment as Gabbie Stadium 
winced collectively following numerous 
bone-crunching tackles. As half-time 
neared, the Sydney-siders went close to 
doubling their lead when Dominic Hudap . 
brushed aside several defenders but blazed 
to the right of Parmenter’s goal. 

The Breakers started the second-half in 
much more convincing fashion. Obed 
Mensah used his pace and athleticism to 
stretch Olympic on the right-wing and was 
the catalyst for much of Newcastle’s 
offense. In the 49th minute Colin Riefke 


Olympic over Breakers 


found himself just metres from goal and 
was poised to shoot when he was amaz- 
ingly crunched by a gang of Sydney 
Olympic defenders. In the 55th minute, a 
left-footed cross from Joel Thiessen drifted 
across Olympic’s box and struck the base 
of the right post but the rebound evaded a 
desperate Mensah. 

At this stage of the game, Olympic’s 
well-oiled machine was not working to its 
optimum as individual efforts took priori- 
ty. Nevertheless, Olympic remained solid at 
the back through McClenahan and 
Studman to record a 1-0 victory. 


Stallions i 


Under 16 
Marconi Stallions v Blacktown City 
Demons 


Marconi 1 (Tavouktsis 50’) - Blacktown 
1 (Baveas 70+’) 
Marconi won 3-2 on penalties 


Marconi: Karabetsos, D’arrigo, Arena, 
Madigan, Mitrovic, Bugallo, Kassoum, 
Munoz, Polito, Tavouktsis, Lescesin 
Subs: Cappuccio, Oricchio, Cotte, Ryan, 
Krncevic 

Shots: 10 

Corners: 6 

Fouls: 18 

Cautions: Madigan, Arena, Tavouktsis 


Blacktown: Van Arkkels, Karbon, Engele, 
Baveas, Pisani, Carruthers, 
Coxsedge, Del Zio, Abou-mahmoud, 
Ada, Hartshorn Subs: Siebel, Vanega, 
Duggan, Arcuri, Burrows 
Shots: 9 
Corners: 4 
Fouls: 11 
Cautions: — 


Super Soccer Rating: 5+ 


One of the best games in any division of 
NSWSF competition was played to decide 
the Champions of Pepsi Super Youth 
League Grade 16. In the end, a heart-stop- 


After the match Super Soccer managed 
a few words with Breakers goalkeeper Ben 
Parmenter. 

“Olympic deserved to win today 
because they were the better team but our 
boys can be proud of the fact that we were 
the only team to beat Olympic all year. 
Today was also the first time that a 
Newcastle Breakers team at any level has 
made a Grand Final and I think that one of 
the major reasons is because we’ve been 
together as a unit since 1998 when we 
were all 13 year olds. Hopefully we'll all be 
back next year and go one better” 


ping penalty shootout was won 3-2 by the 
Marconi Stallions. 

Drum beats and chanting emanated 
from the John Alers Stand and it was 
Blacktown City that exerted the early pres- 
sure. NSW Under-16 vice-captain Steve 
Baveas was the instigator for the Demons 
and clocked up the kilometres as his pres- 
ence was felt both in attack and defence. 
The target man for the Demons in free- 
kicks and corners was striker Matt Engele. 
Nicknamed “Ox” because of his formidable 
stature, this player will be one of first 
picked by Angie Postecoglou in his next 
Joeys side. 

In the 5th minute NSWIS forward 
Gokhan Ada tested Andrew Karabetsos 
with a stinging shot that was held firmly by 
the Marconi goalkeeper. The Stallions first 
effort on goal came in the 13th minute 
when NSW winger Jeff Bugallo beat two 
Blacktown defenders on the left-flank and 
his cross was headed just wide by Nicholas 
Tavouktsis. As half-time neared, the 
Demons had two fantastic chances to hit 
the front. In the 32nd minute, Ada volleyed 
over the top when half an open goal beck- 
oned and seconds before the break a col- 
lective close-range header by Blacktown’s 
attack was somehow stopped by 
Karabetsos. 

The game recommenced with Marconi 
asking the stern questions. Stallions for- 
ward Alex Munoz tested Kurt Van Arkkels 
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with a searing low drive and then a pow- 
erful shot just over the top of the 
Blacktown bar. In the 50th minute, a rare 
Van Arkkels mistake gifted a goal to the 
opposition as the Blacktown goalkeeper 
let a tame Nicholas Tavouktsis shot slip 
through his gloves and over the line. 

If sections of the crowd thought that 
Blacktown heads would drop and Marconi 
would ride into the sunset with an easy 


’ win, then they obviously no little about the 


Blacktown City Demons Soccer Club. 

The team from Gabbie Stadium 
stormed into Marconi’s half time and time 
again searching for an equaliser. 

With NSW Under-15 goalkeeper 
Matthew Burrows replacing Van Arkkels as 
regular time drew to a close, a piece of Jeff 
Bugallo magic almost did seal it for 
Marconi. In the 67th minute, Marconi’s gift- 
ed Number 7 stormed down the right- 
wing, cut back into the box, and cracked a 
left-foot drive against the right post. At the 
other end, the crowd gasped as Gokhan 
Ada hit the crossbar with a shot from out- 
side the penalty area. It was now back to 
the Blacktown defensive end and Claudio 
Oricchio shot over Burrows’ bar from 
point blank range after Bugallo had once 
again cut apart the Demons on the right- 
wing. 

How many more twists to this dramat- 
ic match of football? Well, would you 
believe that in injury time Blacktown was 
awarded a penalty for a holding charge 
against Marconi? As the crowd held their 
breath, it was Steve Baveas that sent the 
match into golden goal extra-time after 
placing the ball into the bottom right-hand 
corner of the net. 

Demon Rory Duggan could have cov- 
ered himself in glory as the first-half of 
extra-time neared close. Duggan’s touch 
went AWOL after Ada had crossed follow- 
ing excellent work on the left byline. 

Midway through the second-half of 
extra time, Country NSW midfielder 
Mitchell Coxsedge’s swerving shot from 20 
metres out hit the post and in the very last 
minute of extra-time Matt Engele’s final 
attempt on goal was chipped over the bar. 

The teams now entered the penalty 
shootout lottery, a proven cruel way of 
deciding two class teams in a 
Championship decider. With the score 
locked at 2-2 and nine penalties taken, it 
was left to Patrick Cappuccio to drive 
home the goal that would bring the Under- 
16 Grand Final trophy to Bossley Park. 
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Editorial 


It's farewell to our readers for around two months while the team at 'Super 
Soccer' takes a. break from their ‘Super Soccer' duties - just one of a myriad we 
have - while we all enjoy the Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games. 


In this last edition for the 2000 season, we've included two features on both of 
the Australian football teams to participate in the Games and I hope if you can't 
get to the Sydney Football Stadium (or Stadium Australia) to cheer on our 
‘Olyroos' and 'Matildas', that you at least get a chance to watch some of the 
action on television. 


As you will also see from our feature on "If Wishes were Fishes ....", the 'Super 
Soccer' team doesn't necessarily rate the Olympic football tournament as high 
on the wish-list for Australian soccer, but it's nonetheless important that our 
men and women perform creditably to add to our international standing and 
recognition. With the 'Olyroos' in particularly having so many of our players 
who are likely to play a very prominent and significant role in our World Cup 
2002 campaign, it's important that they play to their full potential. 


We've had interesting times bringing you 'Super Soccer' this season. 


It seems that for every complaint (usually from a club official), we'd also have 
a compliment (from a parent or a player or a supporter). 


Some people said we had too much Super League; some said we had too many 
articles on women's soccer; some said we shouldn't have anything on Division 
1 or Division 2 because it was "little better than pub football"; some said we did- 
n't have enough on women's soccer; some said we didn't have enough on 
Division 1 or 2; one well known and wealthy club in the western suburbs par- 
ticipating in the Pepsi Super Youth and Super Cadet competitions, would send 
back their magazines unopened; while parents from the same club would ring 
to express their, disappointment that their club were "not provided with" any 
‘Super Soccers' - all of which tends to suggest we got things probably about 
right, because you can't please all the people all of the time! 

This season we've covered more games than ever and gave clubs an opportu- 
nity to augment the coverage we could provide by submitting match reports to 
include in 'Match Facts'. 


Our contributors come from as far away as Adelaide (Andrew Howe); the edit- 
ing has been done at 2.00am from a very shaky Internet connection from 
Papeete on tour with the Socceroos; we have covered games at all major 
grounds in the New South Wales competition; we've profiled 30 Super League 
players, 15 coaches, 14 captains, had special interviews with Socceroos Paul 
Okon and Tony Popovic and given the youth and cadet competitions unprece- 
dented prominence. 


We'll be back around the end of October with a very new look 'Super Soccer'. 
In the meantime, if you want to get in touch with us, please write to us at 
NSWSE PO Box 6146, Baulkham Hills BC, 2153 or e-mail 


info@soccernsw.com.au 


Enjoy the Olympics! Enjoy the football at the Olympics - and GO AUSTRALIA! 


Bonnie Mersiades 


What's on. At 


DIVISION ONE, Grand Final, Sunday 27th of August at 
Jensen Park 


1st-Grade: Hajduk Wanderers v Dulwich Hill, 3.00PM 
U21: AC United v Dulwich Hill, 12.30PM 
U18: MSC Liverpool v Rockdale City Suns, 10.30AM 


DIARY DATES 

Some key dates for your diary over the next few months! 
Sat 26 August -  ‘Jinky Day’ - Joe Watson Benefit, Marconi Stadium ~ 
12 noon - Australia Over 35s v Scotland Over 35s 
1.30pm —_- Super League Team of the Year v Joe 
Watson XI 

3.00pm - Sydney United v Sydney Olympic 

4.30pm —_- Marconi v Northern Spirit 

Entry - $10 or $5 > 

6.30pm - Dinner and Fund-raising Auction 

$100. Contact Alex Robertson on 9642 6966 


Wed 13 September- OLYMPIC GAMES 
- Australia v Italy, MCG (men) 
- Australia v Germany, Bruce Stadium (women) 


OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPIC GAMES 


Fri 15 September 
Sat 16 September - OLYMPIC GAMES 
- Australia v Sweden, Sydney Football Stadium (women) 
- Australia v Nigeria, SFS (men) 
Tues 19 September- OLYMPIC GAMES 


- Australia v Brazil, SFS (women) 
- Australia v Honduras, SFS (men) 


Results: 


FEDERATION DIVISION ONE: PRELIMINARY FINAL: FIRST GRADE: Dulwich 


Hill 2 (R Todorovski 40/85m) Fraser Park 1 (N Cogger 22m Penalty). UNDER 21: 


Ryde City Gunners 2 Dulwich Hill 3. UNDER 18: Stanmore Hawks 0 Rockdale 
City Suns 2. 


FEDERATION DIVISION TWO: GRAND FINAL: FIRST GRADE: Hurstville ZSC 3 
Hills United 0. UNDER 21: Sydney University 1 Mt Druitt Town 0. UNDER 18: 
Mt Druitt Town 1 Hurstville ZSC 2. 


FEDERATION DIVISION THREE: GRAND FINAL: FIRST GRADE: Prairiewood 
United 4 Western Sydney Lions 0. RESERVE GRADE: Balmain 0 Nepean 
District 4. 


FEDERATION DIVISION FOUR: GRAND FINAL: FIRST GRADE: United Eagles 0 
Kellyville Kolts 2. RESERVE GRADE: United Eagles 0 Kellyville Kolts 7_ 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: GRAND FINAL: GRADE 13: Blacktown City 3 
Parramatta Eagles 2. GRADE 14: Blacktown City 2 Marconi Stallions 3 Extra 


3 plance 


www -soccernsw.com.au 
O2 9629 1800 


WET WEATHER AND RESULTS HOTLINE 1900 922 885 


Sat 23 September - OLYMPIC GAMES 

- Men’s quarter finals, SFS 
Sun 24 September - OLYMPIC GAMES 

- Women’s semi finals, SFS 
Tues 26 September- OLYMPIC GAMES 

- Men’s semi finals, SFS 
Thurs 28 September - OLYMPIC GAMES 


- Women’s Medal matches, SFS 


Fri 29 September - OLYMPIC GAMES 
- Men’s Bronze Medal match, SFS 


Sat 30 September - OLYMPIC GAMES 

- Men's Gold Medal match, Stadium Australia 
Sun 8 October - David Carty/Peter Forsyth Memorial Cup 

Melita Stadium, Everley Road, 

South Granville 
- police bands, stalls, giveaways 
- free coaching clinics, 9.00am, 11.00am, 1.00pm, 3.00pm 
- round robin between Marconi, Sydney United, Northern Spirit, Sydney 
Olympic, Wollongong Wolves, Parramatta Power, Blacktown, Bonnyrigg and 
Parramatta Eagles 
- contact Doug McKenzie mcke1dou@police.nsw.gov.au or 0413-260-834. 


Time (2-2 Full Time). GRADE 15: Sydney Olympic 1 Neweastle Breakers 0. 
GRADE 16: Marconi Stallions 3 Blacktown City 2 Penalties (1-1 Full Time, 1-1 
Extra Time). 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: GRAND FINAL: GRADE 13: Southern Branch 
4 Ryde City 1. GRADE 14: Hajduk Wanderers 0 Blacktown Association 1. 
GRADE 15: Ryde City 2 AC United 4 Penalties (0-0 Full Time, 0-0 Extra Time). 
GRADE 16: AC United 2 Illawarra Lions 4 Penalties (1-1 Full Time, 1-1 Extra 
Time). 


SUPER CADET LEAGUE: GRAND FINAL: GRADE 11: Sydney Olympic 1 
Sutherland Shire 2 Extra Time (1-1 Full Time). GRADE 12: Blacktown City 1 
Geniral Coast Coasties 0. 


CADET LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: GRAND FINAL: GRADE 11: Illawarra Lions 1 
Ryde City 2. GRADE 12: CSI Schofields 5 Parramatta City 6 Penalties (1-1 Full 
Time, 1-1 Extra Time). 


CADET LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: GRAND FINAL: GRADE 11: Mt Pritchard 3 
Stanmore Hawks 0. GRADE 12: AC United 0 Hajduk Wanderers 1. 
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